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Frequently Asked Questions 
NWEA MAP Testing Process for 
Non-CPS Students Applying to 

2019-2020 School Year 
 

Logistics 
1.   When will testing take place? 

Testing will take place on September 15-16, 2018; September 22-23, 2018; and September 29-30, 
2018.  

 
2.   Where will testing take place? 

The NWEA MAP will be administered at four test sites: Curie Metropolitan High School, 
4949 S. Archer Ave.; Lane Technical High School, 2501 W. Addison St.; Lindblom Math and 
Science Academy, 6130 S. Wolcott Ave.; and Westinghouse College Preparatory High 
School, 3223 W. Franklin Blvd.  

 
3.   When and how will we be able to register? 

Parents will register by submitting the NWEA MAP registration form to the Office of Access and 
Enrollment. Forms can be hand-delivered or mailed to 42 W. Madison St., Garden Level, 
Chicago, IL 60602, or scanned and emailed to  oaecommunications@cps.edu. In order for 
students to be scheduled to test in September, the registration form must be received by the 
Office of Access and Enrollment no later than September 7, 2018. 

 
4.   My child cannot test on Saturday for religious reasons.  What are my options? 

If your child cannot test on a Saturday for religious reasons, please choose a Sunday date(s) as 
your preference. 

 
5.   Will students take both math and reading tests on the same day? 

Typically, the tests are administered on separate dates. You will have the option of indicating on 
the registration form if you prefer your child to take both tests on the same day. Although the 
tests are untimed, most students complete each part in about an hour. If you indicate that you 
want your child to take both tests on the same day, we will make every effort to accommodate 
your request, but we cannot guarantee that your request can be honored. 

 

6.   Will I be able to choose the date and location of my child’s test? 
You will be able to indicate your preference of test date(s); we will make every effort to 
accommodate your preference, but we cannot guarantee that your request can be 
honored. Your child will be scheduled to the closest test location based on your address 
that has space available. 

 
7.   When will I be notified of the time and location for testing? 

CPS will put test notification letters in the U.S. mail, to the home address on the registration form, 
one week prior to the student’s first test date. Reminder notifications will be sent as well, via 
robocall and email. CPS will send reminder emails and robocalls as well. 

 
8.   Will I be able to reschedule my child’s test? 

Capacity is limited. Few, if any, rescheduling requests will be accommodated. 
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9. When will I receive my child’s results? 

Approximately two weeks after your child takes the second of the two-part NWEA MAP, you 
will be able to view and print his/her scores via the online portal. 
 

Policy 
10. Does my child have to take the NWEA MAP test if he/she wants to apply to CTE Selective 

Academies, Magnet High Schools, Military Academies, or IB High Schools? 
Yes. The NWEA MAP is the assessment used to determine eligibility for these schools, as well 
as Selective Enrollment High Schools and all other high school programs with academic 
criteria. 

 
11. Does my child take the NWEA MAP if he/she is applying to Selective Enrollment 

Elementary Schools for grades 5, 6, 7, or 8? 
Yes. The NWEA MAP is the assessment used to determine eligibility for Selective 
Enrollment Elementary Schools (i.e., Academic Centers, Classical Schools, the International 
Gifted Program, and Regional Gifted Centers). HOWEVER, if your child is only planning to 
apply to grades 5-8 to non-Selective Enrollment Elementary Schools, he/she does not 
have to take the NWEA MAP. 

 
12. Does my child have to take the NWEA MAP in the fall with CPS if my child’s non-CPS school 

already uses NWEA MAP? 
Yes. Only NWEA MAP scores from a CPS test administration can be used for the CPS 
application process. This ensures uniform testing environments for all students. 
 

13. My child was enrolled in a CPS school during the spring but is now enrolled in a non-CPS 
school. Does my child have to take the NWEA MAP again this fall? 

 No. If your child tested at a CPS school in the spring, we will use their spring CPS-
administered scores. They will not be allowed to retest this fall. 

 
14. If my child has an illness on the scheduled fall test date, will my child be allowed to retest? 

Students who are ill on the test date should not go to the testing center and should call the Office 
of Access and Enrollment on the following Monday at (773) 553-2060 to schedule an alternative 
test date. Additionally, if a student gets sick during the exam, the student will be excused from 
the test and allowed to reschedule. 

 
15. Will my child test on a tablet or laptop/desktop? 

Non-CPS students will test on hard-wired or wireless laptops or desktops. All computers will 
have a mouse for easy navigation. 

 

Testing Accommodations 
16. My child has an IEP or 504 Plan.  Will his/her accommodations be honored? 

CPS will only honor test accommodations for finalized Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) 
and 504 Plans from public school districts. Applicable test accommodations described in Section 
10 (c) of the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan will be made available. 
For example, if a child has a fine motor impairment and cannot click on the correct answer 
choices, and his/her IEP requires that a scribe assist with completing the test, a CPS staff member 
will be available during the NWEA MAP to serve as a scribe. 

 
Please be aware that only certain accommodations are available for the NWEA MAP due to 
its specific nature.  For instance, external, handheld calculators are not allowed; instead, 
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when a calculator is permitted, it will appear on the computer screen as an embedded 
feature of the test. 

 
17. My child may need extra time to test.  Is this allowed? 

All NWEA MAP assessments are designed to be untimed for all students. 

 
NWEA MAP Test and Features 

18. How does the test work? 
The NWEA MAP assessments are adaptive achievement tests in mathematics and reading that 
are taken on a computer. The difficulty of a test is adjusted to the student's performance, so 
each student sees different test questions. The difficulty of each question is based on how well 
the student has answered the questions up to that point. As the student answers correctly, the 
questions become more difficult. If the student answers incorrectly, the questions become 
easier. 

 
19. What content is covered? 

Components for the MAP reading test include vocabulary, long passage, short passage, fiction 
and non-fiction. Components of the MAP mathematics test include algebra, geometry, 
measurement, data analysis and probability and numbers and operations. 

 
20. How long does the test take? 

The NWEA MAP mathematics test is roughly 52 items in length. The NWEA MAP reading test is 
roughly 42 items in length. Although the tests are untimed, it usually takes students about an 
hour to complete each subject. 

 
21. Can my child take snacks and water to the test? 

Students can take a water bottle to the NWEA MAP test, but they cannot consume the water 
during testing, as water cannot get on the monitors or keyboards. They can drink the water 
outside of the room during a self-requested break.   Water is the preferred beverage at the 
test site and students cannot consume other beverages while testing unless it is for medical 
reasons and is denoted on a students IEP or 504 Plan. 
  
IF THE STUDENT IS SCHEDULED FOR ONE EXAM ON ONE DAY (READING OR MATH):   
Students should not take snacks to the admissions exam, unless they have an IEP or 504 Plan 
that designates that they are to be allowed snacks for medical reasons. 
 
IF THE STUDENT IS SCHEDULED FOR BOTH EXAMS ON THE SAME DAY (READING AND MATH): 
Students can bring snacks to the admissions exams that may be consumed during the short 
break between the two sub-tests. Students are not to consume food or beverages in the 
testing room but will be provided a separate location. There is no refrigeration or microwave 
available, so make certain the snacks can be kept at room temperature. Please remain mindful 
of common food allergens such as peanuts, tree nuts and fish, and if your child is allergic to 
such items, alert the staff to provide allergy-free seating. 
 

22. How can my child prepare for the NWEA MAP? Should I invest in test preparation classes/ 
resources? 
Preparing for the NWEA MAP is achieved through strong, Common Core-based academic 
instruction and by managing student expectations. 

 
The NWEA MAP is adaptive and builds a custom test for each student taking it. The NWEA MAP 
item bank aligns with the Common Core State Standards and expands the breadth of goal areas. 
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Success on this assessment is directly impacted by high-quality classroom instruction and 
educational standards. Investing in test preparation classes/resources will not prepare a student 
to take this type of assessment. 

 
Parents can help their children prepare for this assessment by sharing information about the 
nature of the assessment and by working with them on focus and concentration for extended 
reading and math activities. Students can sample the test using the  Test-Warm-ups 
(warmup.nwea.org). 
 

23. Does CPS recommend a particular test prep company? 
Chicago Public Schools does NOT recommend, endorse or sponsor ANY test preparation 
courses, study guides, or sample questions for the NWEA MAP or for the Selective Enrollment 
Schools testing process. 

 
The NWEA MAP is an adaptive test with thousands of test items. As a result, students are 
unlikely to see the same items as other students. Most students have no problem adjusting to 
the computerized, adaptive format of the test. However, using the sample items and tool kit 
recommended above will help your child understand the difference between a traditional pencil 
paper test and an adaptive test to best prepare them for the test. 

 
The admissions exam used for the Selective Enrollment schools is designed to assess students’ 
academic capabilities or reasoning and thinking skills. The Office of Access and Enrollment has 
not seen any direct correlation between student acceptance rates in Selective Enrollment 
schools and their participation in courses offered by test preparation companies. Further, the 
Office of Access and Enrollment receives feedback each year from parents whose children 
participated in a test preparation course and were not selected for any of their school choices. 

 
Technology 

24. Can a test be paused if a child needs to go to the bathroom or needs a break? 
Yes, the proctor can pause the test at any time during the test session for breaks. 

 
25. What will happen if there is some type of technical problem like a disruption in the 

internet connectivity or a power outage? 
Occasionally, events occur during online testing that interrupt a student’s workstation. The 
NWEA MAP platform is designed to allow for unexpected occurrences without impacting the 
accuracy of test results. In cases where a proctor is unable to ‘pause’ or ‘suspend’ a student’s 
test, such as power outages or testing device malfunctions, student data will not be lost. Once 
the issues are resolved and the student can log back on to the test, they will begin at the point 
where they left off. 
 

26. If CPS students take the test in the spring, and private/parochial school students take the test 
in the fall, how can you compare those scores? Is my child at a disadvantage? 
The scores of students who test in the spring will be compared against spring norms to derive a 
percentile. In other words, spring testers will have percentiles that are representative only of 
how students rank against other spring NWEA MAP testers nationally. Students who test in the 
fall will only be compared to other students who tested on the NWEA MAP in the fall. This allows 
for fair comparison of scores. All data will be normed using NWEA's 2015 RIT Scale Norms. For 
more on NWEA's national norming sample that was used to derive the percentile scores, please visit 
https://www.nwea.org/resources/2015-normative-data/ and refer to the links for the 2015 norms. 
For general information on what percentiles represent, visit 
https://community.nwea.org/docs/DOC-1870. 
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